PAGE  
2

RULES OF PLAY

1.     Current National Federation of High Schools Baseball rule book will govern play,   

         except for any local league rule modifications.

2.     A forfeit will be declared if a team cannot field at least seven (7) players at game 

time or drops below eight (8) at any time after the first inning. There will be a 15 minute grace period if a team does not meet the minimum requirement at game time. The game clock will be in effect once the umpire declares the game started.

3.
Games  will be Nine (9) innings.  No new inning may be started after 2 hours and thirty minutes. There will be no drop dead time.  If a tie is within the time limit, the game will continue until time expires.  A game will be considered complete after 6 innings.

4.       A continuous batting order may be used - all rostered players are eligible to

bat whether or not they are in the field defensively. Late arriving players may be added to the end of the batting order upon  arrival. If a player is in the batting order and is removed from the game for any reason - injury, ejection, etc… the first time his spot in the order comes up will be a recorded out. Every time thereafter, the spot will be skipped.  A designated hitter may be used for any fielder.


Exception: if a player has been removed from the game prior to his first plate

          appearance, succeeding players will move up in the batting order and there will be

          no penalty. 

5. 
A designated runner (DR) may be used. The DR must be noted on the lineup

          card and specified who the DR will be running for. The DR may run for two

(2) players, plus the pitcher and catcher. The two (2) players must be designated on the line up card prior to the start of the game. (example: DR for John Smith, etc…). The DR will be the player who made the last recorded out.

6.      There is no mercy rule for this league.
7.
If an illegal player is discovered playing in the field he must immediately leave the field.  If an illegal player is discovered after he has batted and reached base successfully he will be declared out.  All runners who have advanced must return to their bases.  Any outs made on the play will stand.  If this action leaves a team short handed and unable to continue the game any rostered player on any team may fill the vacated position to allow that team to continue play. 

8.
Any player ejected from any game is automatically disallowed to continue for the remainder of play for that game, must leave the field and will be placed on suspension for two games.

PITCHER INTENTIONALLY THROWING AT A BATTER

1. If a pitcher is ejected for intentionally throwing at a batter, the following penalties shall be enforced:

A) First offense, ejection plus a two (2) game suspension.

B)  Second offense, ejection and a one (1) year suspension from the date of when the second offense occurred.

2. A batter or runner who initiates a fight by charging the mound or pursuing the pitcher shall be ejected and receive a two (2) game suspension.
3. A pitcher who leaves the pitcher’s mound and initiates a fight shall be ejected and receive a two (2) game suspension.
4. Second offense for #2 & #3 will be ejection and a one (1) year suspension from the date of the second offense.
All penalties carry over from season to season ( 2 games- if 1 game was left in one season, then the second game would be the first of the next season player participates in)

Note:  Any player/individual receiving an ejection must leave the park or facility immediately.  Sitting on the bench or in the stands is not allowed.  The game will not continue until the ejected person leaves the facility.  A suspended player may not sit at the team bench during the suspension.

No smoking is allowed on any North Bakersfield Recreation & Park District facility.
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